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These have indeed been interesting days 

since we first heard about the coronavirus. 

They have been days like I have never 

experienced or even thought about. We have 

had to learn new terminology and new ways 

of doing life. It has been a challenge, but from 

where I sit you, the First Baptist family have 

done very well through it all. We have 

learned together how to worship via live 

streaming and doing Bible studies through 

Zoom. Zoom was something I had barely 

heard of before March of this year. I really 

praise the Lord for having all this technology 

available to the church so that we could stay 

connected over these last few months and it 

will help us in the months to come. 

 As you may know, in June we began 

holding Sunday morning worship services on 

the front lawn of the church. We have been 

averaging around 90 for these services. We 

have invited everyone to bring their own 

lawn chair and join us. Everyone is 

encouraged to wear a mask and to social 

distance from other worshipers. Again, 

everyone has done a wonderful job at this 

new normal. These services will continue for 

the near future. We will consider making 

changes as the sanctuary renovations move 

forward. 

 The response to the live streaming of 

our worship service has been very positive 

and the number of people joining us through 

Facebook and YouTube has been exciting. 

Because the response has been so good, we 

are making plans to continue the live 

streaming as a regular feature of our ongoing 

ministry. This will be a new ministry area that 

we will need some people to step forward to 

assist. We are currently working on what new 

equipment we may need to make this the 

highest quality it can be. What we are 

currently doing has been good and I am 

thankful to those who have been making it 

possible, however, we know it can be better 

and perhaps simpler. I have likened the use of 

all of this technology to the old proverb about 

old dogs and new tricks. Me, of course being 

the old dog. If you have some knowledge in 

this area and would like to be a part of the live 

stream ministry please let me know. 

 Another thing that has really excited 

me through this is how the Lord has led this 

church family to continue to give financially 

to support the work of the church and the 



Journey to Tomorrow Long-Range Plan. 

Your gifts have continued to come in and I 

greatly appreciate your faithfulness. As we 

move forward through these next months, I 

would like to ask you to pray about your 

support of the Long-Range Plan. When we 

did the capital campaign many of us made 

three-year commitments to supporting the 

project. That three-year commitment will be 

up in January, 2021. Please begin praying 

now about continuing your commitment for 

another three years. We are making plans to 

circulate new commitment cards in 

December, 2020 and January, 2021. For 

those of you that are new to our church 

family, I would ask you to pray about how 

you might participate in this time of 

commitment. I know many of you are already 

giving to the building fund and I greatly 

appreciate that. However, I would ask you to 

consider making a three-year commitment to 

the building fund when the new commitment 

cards are circulated. All of these 

commitments along with your regular giving 

to the general fund will help our church be 

financially stable well into the future. 

Construction was one of the areas that 

was considered essential from the very 

beginning of this pandemic. Because of that 

fact our construction project has continued to 

move forward. More quickly some days than 

others, but still moving forward. We have had 

some delays due to weather and some 

manufacturing plants shutting down due to 

the virus. However, at this time things are 

moving forward again. Currently, electrical, 

plumbing and HVAC rough-ins are taking 

place. This is the time when things are 

moving forward, but not much is visible. In 

the sanctuary we uncovered some termite 

damage and everyone is working on a 

solution for that repair. Other work is moving 

forward in that area. As the work continues 

please pray that the crews working on the 

campus stay safe and healthy. 

While many things have been put on 

hold or slowed to a snail’s pace, 2020 

continues to march on. First Baptist is 

moving forward as well. Maybe not in the 

ways we anticipated, but moving forward just 

the same. I encourage each of us to look to 

the Lord to lead us to new ministries, new 

ways to do the ministries to which He has 

called us and to follow Him boldly into the 

months ahead. 

Always remember that God is in 

control and He loves you. Your pastor loves 

you as well. God bless!      Pastor Charlie

 
 

I just want to praise the Lord for what he has done through each of you. We have just received word 

about our giving to the 2019 North Carolina Missions Offering. Because together we gave $9,412.76, 

we were the top giving church in the Brunswick Baptist Association and the number 20 giving church 

in all of North Carolina. Praise the Lord! Now, we know that this offering is not a competition and 

this recognition is not something that should puff us up. However, we should take the opportunity 

to brag on God, because He is always faithful. 

Thank you for taking the blessings God is giving you and turning them back into blessings for others 

through this mission’s offering. Keep up the good work and to God be the glory! 

 

 



 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter  

It’s a wonderful time to be a child of God at First Baptist Church of Oak Island, Amen?  In spite 

of the uncertainty and discord in the world today, I’m reminded daily of the steadfastness and 

faithfulness of our Lord.  His mercies are new every morning and His love never fails. 

Proverbs 3:3 tells us:  Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 

     bind them around your neck, 

     write them on the tablet of your heart. 

 

The children of FBCOI continue to remind one another of God’s love and faithfulness.  We 

continue to bind that love on our necks and to write His words on our hearts. 

 

During this time of quarantine, our children have continued to “gather” each Monday and 

Thursday afternoon via Zoom calls.  We’ve explored children in the Bible that God used to do 

big things, despite their small size.  We studied the examples of Josiah, Daniel, David, Esther, 

the slave girl who encouraged Naaman, Samuel, and others.  We also thought about how we 

can imitate their strength of character as we go about our daily lives.  We are currently 

learning about the ways God is “All In” when it comes to knowing, loving, and guiding us.  We 

are studying stories that remind us of His faithfulness in all circumstances and about how we 

are called to reflect Him in all we do.   

In addition to our weekly calls, the children receive a packet in the mail each week with 

activities that reinforce our lessons as well as activities that tie into Pastor Charlie’s sermon 

each Sunday.  Many of our children’s Sunday School teachers are also sending weekly 

materials to our students. 

If you or a child you love would like to join our call, the Zoom meeting ID is 527 069 9104.  The 

password is 056831.  Please feel free to join us any Monday or Thursday at 5:00.  Additionally, if 

you or a child you love is not receiving our weekly packets, please call me at 704-517-7490 or 

email me at keysinapod@gmail.com and share the address, and I’ll begin sending weekly 

packets.   

We are continuing to monitor the recommendations of local leaders and plan to hold off on 

meeting together in person for the time being. We want to make sure we are doing what’s 

best for our children and volunteers and will establish clear procedures including temperature 

checks and health screens, social distancing, and limited numbers when it is advisable to 

gather again.   

Please pray for our parents as they make decisions about school for the coming year.  Please 

pray for our children as they try to navigate a world, we as adults are having a hard time 

understanding. Please pray for all those who make decisions that impact our children.  Thank 

you for your faithful prayers for our Children’s ministries and your Children’s minister.  

Remember, God loves you and I do too. 

In His love, 

Beth  

 



 

 

 

CONNECTION 

FIVE MONTH CATCH-UP 
March began with excitement for the Baptist 
Missions Conference featuring one of our favorite 
authors, Bob Goff. Much to our dismay, along 
came COVID-19 and so began the months of 
cancellations and frustrations. Youth Ministry is a 
balancing act of investing in each individual 
youth, and investing in the group as whole. With 
COVID came the BIG question, “how do we 
minister to them from afar?”. We have gone 
through Zoom, Facetime, and HouseParty to find 
what works best for the majority of our youth 
(and what will tear them away from Netflix!). We 
have adjusted times, formats, and schedules. 
COVID had our teens in their homes, but our time 
has been anything BUT calm and stress-free. 
Who'd have thunk that putting teenagers in their 
homes with families for months at a time may 
bring up heavy emotions??  We have had 
breakups (plural), graduations, sickness, loss of 
family members, speeding tickets (I won’t name 
names!), other tickets (again, no names), and lots 
of “If God can perform healing miracles then why 
isn’t he making this virus go away?”. In the 
beginning we were able to keep spirits up by 
holding out hope for planning our summer 
mission trip, our summer beach days, Extra (s)Mile 
Outreach, and, of course, all the food we would 
have when we could all be in the same room again. 

One by one all were cancelled. As the weeks and 
months have progressed, we have settled into a 
new format of Sunday night Bible Study & 
Wednesdays for fun and games! We have played 
trivia, Pictionary, drawing games, held at-home 
Easter egg hunts, scavenger hunts, birthday 
parades, had movie nights, and have been at our 
breaking point where we have just kinda stared 
at each other for an hour, haha. However, along 
with the drudgery of growing pains we have had 
youth discipling to un-churched friends feeling 
the weight of mental health issues during 
quarantine, making care packages, feeding the 
hungry, packing bags for the food pantry. They 
have been tired, tested, and tempted- but on 
they have gone! Quarantine gave me MORE 
hope that these young people are embracing 
their roles as Jesus’ hands, feet, and EARS! In 
April, one of our youth was inviting a classmate 
to church (upon reopening) and described our 
youth ministry as, “we are crazy, we learn about 
Jesus, we eat a lot of food, and we have fun!”. 
I’ve been thinking about that a lot lately and 
keep looking back at the screenshot with awe 
and nostalgia. We miss what we have had but we 
are making the best of where we are. We can’t 
wait to be back together to learn about Jesus, 
eat good food, and have fun! Until then we will 
keep on keepin’ on! 



 

 
 

 Since we have not been able to have regular quarterly church conferences this year, the 
Stewardship Committee is providing a financial report to update church members concerning 
the status of the church’s finances as well as comments to help members understand the 
report‘s contents.  The Committee is praising the Lord for continuing to provide the needed 
finances for our church, even during this difficult time when church services and meetings 
have been limited and some members have been unable to come out at all.  As we have done 
in the past, we will highlight areas of the report that we believe are most significant. 
 

As of May 31st, total church income is $20, 850.45 above the level required under our current 
budget.  Praise the Lord!!  During this same period, church expenses have remained 
consistently below budget and currently represent approximately 92% of budgeted 
expenditures. 
 
As a result of these positive trends in both giving and expenditures, the church General Fund 
(those funds available for budgeted and unbudgeted needs and not part of the funds listed 
under Suggested Gifts), stands at $185,660.61.  This is a very healthy amount to have on hand 
in case unexpected needs arise. 
 
Looking at specifics, most expense accounts are at or below the levels budgeted but account 
#614, Web Site, is over budget by $33.12.  Part of the excess in spending is a result of 
registration fees that occur every three years but were not covered in the 2020 budget.  This 
will be corrected in future budgets.  There might be additional expenses this year for updates 
and upgrades to applications such as YouTube, Facebook, and possibly others.  These 
applications have become essential during this time when all church services are being live-
streamed. 
 
On the second page of the financial report, in the section entitled “Special Accounts (Designated 
Monies),” please note that the Special Building Fund, account #034, currently has a balance 
of $74,953.69.  This reflects recent payments of over $160,000.00 for the tear down of the old 
building, including asbestos remediation, and the initial payment toward the cost of 
refurbishing the church pews as part of the overall plan to update and upgrade the 
sanctuary.  Most of the remaining costs associated with the new building and related upgrades 
will be paid from the construction loan provided by the Baptist Foundation.  However, some 
costs, such as monthly interest payments and the balance of costs of refurbishing the pews 
will be paid from the Special Building Fund account.  The Stewardship Committee continues 
to praise the Lord and this congregation for faithfully supporting our Journey to Tomorrow 
plan! 
 
If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to call us and we will do our best to provide any 
further information you need. 

Chairman – Steve Clark 910-854-0311 

Nona Gabany 910-363-4277 

Pete Key 704-609-4521 

Gary Peterson 910-515-2625 

Wayne Coble 336-596-8205 
 


